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NICE, nees, (Italian, Nizza), fkance, one
of the most attractive cities of the French
Riviera, situated on the Mediterranean; near
the base of the Alps, eighty-four miles north-
east of Toulon. The city is the capital of the
department of Aipes-Maritimes. Its loca-
tion is beautiful, and as the climate is mild
and invigorating, the city is very popular as
a health resort during the winter. There are
two divisions of the town, the old and the
new, the latter made beautiful by many hand-
some squares and public buildings. The
Casino, the cathedral, the theatres and the
public library are among the most note-
worthy buildings in the city. Nice possesses
silk, cotton and paper mills, oil mills and
manufactories of tobacco, leather, soap, wine
and straw hats. It exports large quantities
of fruits, perfumes and wines. Previous to
1860 this city belonged to Italy, but in that
year it was ceded with other territory to
France, as reward for aid rendered Italy in
the war against Austria. Population, 1931,
219,549.
NICE, councils of, ecclesiastical councils
held at Nice, or Nicaea, in Asia Minor, in 325
and A. d. 786. The object of the first coun-
cil, which was convened by Constantine, was
to settle the controversies which had arisen in
regard to the doctrine of the Trinity. The
session lasted about two months. A creed
was adopted which in its later form is known
as the NIeene Creed. The council of 786,
summoned by Empress Irene, with the con-
currence of the pope, decreed that images
were to be used as aids to devotion. See
iconoclasts.
NICENE, ni'seen, or mseevf, CREED, a
summary of the chief tenets of Christian
faith, adopted by the Council of Nicaea in
A. d. 325. The Creed has a place in the litur-
gies of the Greek, Roman and Anglican
churches and in most Protestant doctrine.
NICHOLAS I PAVLOVITCH, mtiolas
paWlo vich (1796-1855), emperor of Russia,
ascended the throne in 1825, on the death
of his brother Alexander I. He made war
on Persia; joined in the Treaty of London,
which secured the independence of Greece,
and took part with the allied powers in the de-
struction of the Turkish fleet at Navarino in
1827. This affair led to war between Russia
and Turkey, in which the latter was defeated.
Nicholas suppressed the Polish insurrection,
which broke out in 1830, with relentless se-
verity, and in 1848 lie assisted Austria in
 putting down the rising in Hungary. Early
in 1852 began the Russian effort to take over
the holy places and assume the protectorate
of the Greek Church. This led to the Cri-
mean War, before the close of which Nicholas
died.
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NICHOLAS II
NICHOLAS II, nik'olas, (1868-1918),
former czar of Eussia, the last of the famous
Rornanoff dynasty. Prom his accession to
the throne in 1S94 until March 15, 1917, he
was the revered
"Little Father" to
180 millions of deep-
ly religious Russians
and the autocratic
ruler of the largest
empire in the world.
On June 16, 1918,
according to the best
authority obtainable,
Awhile a prisoner in
the hands of the self-
constituted Bolshev-
iki government, he
was cruelly shot to
death. Such is the brief summary of the life
of a weak, but well-disposed, unfortunate
monarch. Had he been favored with other
surroundings the whole course of events in
Russia might have been changed.
As the eldest son of Czar Alexander III,
Nicholas was proclaimed czarevitch (heir to
the throne), at his birth. Wide travel sup-
plemented Ms education, and in 1894, at the
age of twenty-sis, he became czar. In that
year he married a German princess, Alexan-
dra of Hesse, who always despised the Rus-
sians. Four daughters were born to the
royal household before an heir to the throne
was assured in 1904 in the birth of Alexis.
(Under the Salic law no woman could rule
the Russians.) The character of the reign
of Alexander III was thoroughly autocratic.
Nicholas had not the strength to maintain
his father's iron autocracy or to adhere to
a more liberal policy, towards which he
showed occasional tendencies. His weakness
frequently led him to concessions which later
were arbitrarily withdrawn. Thus discon-
tent throughout the empire continually
increased.
In his foreign relations Nicholas was an
advocate of peace. In 1899 he instituted
the Peace Conference at The Hague, but was
drawn into war with Japan in 1905, and be-
cause of his alliances was thrown into the

